
Chiastic Structure of Mark 1:21–28 
 

Mark demonstrates Jesus’s authority to save in both his words and the section’s literary 
structure. He uses a chiasm, which is a literary device that emphasizes a truth or theme 

through repetition. 
	
	

v. 21 Jesus in Capernaum 
 

 v. 22 Crowds astonished at Jesus’s authority 
 

 vv. 23–24 An unclean spirit cries out 
 

 v. 25  JESUS SAVES 
 

      v. 26  An unclean spirit cries out 
 
  
v. 27 Crowds amazed at Jesus’s authority 

 
v. 28 Jesus in Capernaum; his fame spreads. 
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